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as long [as] he needs yoo. I would certainly like your going to the
Ashram (Sabarmati) and staying there a while, when you are free.
But I would not expect you to see me in jail; I am as happy as
a bird! My ideal of a jail life, especially that of a civil resister,
is to be cut off entirely from all connection with the outside world.
To be allowed a visitor is a privilege. The religious value of jail
discipline is enhanced by renouncing privileges. The forthcoming
imprisonment will be to me more a religious than a political ad-
vantage. If it is a sacrifice, I want it to be the purest.
With love,

Tours,

MOHAN
From a photostat: G.N. 1307

50.   LETTER TO A YOUNG FRIEND*

SABARMATI JAIL,
March 17, 1922

MY  DEAR   CHILD,

Well, I hope you were all happy over the news of my arrest.
It has given me great joy, because it came just when I had puri-
fied myself by the Bardoli penance and was merely concentrating
upon no experiment but the proud work of khaddar manufacture,
i.e., hand-spinning. I would like you to see the truth of the
spinning-wheel. It and it alone is the visible outward expression
of the inner feeling for humanity. If we feel for the starving masses
of India, we must introduce the spinning-wheel into their homes.
We must, therefore, become experts and, in order to make them
realize the necessity of it, we must spin daily as a sacrament. If
you have understood the secret of the spinning-wheel, if you realize
that it is a symbol of love of mankind, you will engage in no other
outward activity. If many people do not follow you, you have
more leisure for spinning, carding or weaving.
With love to you all,

BAPU
Speeches and Writings of M. K. Gandhi, p. 747

1 The source does not carry the name of the addressee. It is, however,
likely that it was written to Esther Menon whom Gandhiji used to address as
"My dear child".